


Deep inside a forest there was a pond.

A tortoise lived in a small house in the pond.

The tortoise was very fond of his house and the pond.
Day and night he remained near the pond.

He did not like o leave the pond even for a short time.

$h 4 i7Tet 3ic 3 doilS &l

deTS T S fAaehl ST TRT d118Y g W@s119s Jger &7l
WIS 3199 TR d deATS bl g7 g3a Har &7|
feF3relt 30g et & 42 ¥ Ager &l

3N fh2l §H oig o deiTS YHT X A &7 57|







One day the Rain God decided to host a dinner for all the
animals in the forest.

He sent invitations to all the animals.
The tortoise too was invited.

All the animals were very excited.
They looked forward to the great day.
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Finally the day of the dinner arrived. The animals got dressed up in all their fine clothes and jewels. They were ready to go to
the dinner. Then they noticed that the tortoise was missing.

Some of the animals went to the pond to find out what the matter was. They found the tortoise taking a walk near the pond
"Aren't you coming for the dinner?" the animals said to the tortoise. "You are already late. Get ready at once."

To their great surprise, the tortoise replied, "How can I leave my house and come for the dinner? |
I love my house so much that I cannot leave it even for a moment. Please go away and do not bother me."

The animals tried to persuade the tortoise to attend the dinner. But they did not succeed. Finally they left for the dinner without
the tortoise. At the dinner the Rain God warmly received all the guests. He noticed that the tortoise had not come. The animals &
told him what the tortoise had said. The Rain God got very angry. "How dare the tortoise refuse to attend my dinner?" he shouted. ¥
"What does he think of himself?" |

After a while, the Rain God calmed down a little. He decided to go to the pond and personally request the fortoise to attend the
dinner. 1
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So he went to the pond and said to the tortoise, "Why don't you come and attend my
dinner? All the other animals are there. So please come with me.
You will have great fun there."

The fortoise, however, was stubborn. "O Rain God, I love my house very much," he said.
"T cannot leave it even for a short fime. I am not interested in attending your dinner."

The Rain God became very angry when he heard the rash words of the tortoise. He said
to the tortoise, "As you love your house so much, from today your house will be stuck to
your body. Even if you want to, you will not be able to leave your house. You will have to
carry your house wherever you go."

To this day the tortoise carries his house on his back.
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Exercises

Some animals like the cow, eat grass and leaves. They are called herbivorous
animals. Can you name two other herbivorous animals?

Some animals like the tiger, kill other animals and eat their flesh. They are
called carnivorous animals. Can you name two other carnivorous animals?

Some other animals like the rat, eat both plants and animals. Such animals are
called omnivorous animals. Can you name two other omnivorous animals?

Tick the correct words in the following sentences:

The cat /camel is called the ship of the desert.

The polar bear / goat lives in very cold places where there is a lot of ice.
The dog / frog can live both in water and on land.

The donkey/monkey lives in trees.

The hippo/ rhino is a large animal that lives in water.

The tiger/whale is the largest animal that lives in water.

The lion/deer is called the king of the jungle.
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. Answer the following questions:

1. Where did the tortoise live?

Who invited all the animals for a dinner?
Why didn't the tortoise want to attend the dinner?
Why was the Rain God angry?

How did the Rain God curse the tortoise?
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